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The Disaster I\/Ianagerﬁent Cycle

The disaster management cycle provides a framework for understanding how communities can
prepare for, respond to, and recover from disruptive events. Each phase plays a role in reducing
risk and supporting resilience. Disaster planning should consider each phase and learnings from
each phase can inform future actions. This guide is organized to help you understand your role
and key actions that local leaders should take at each stage.
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Stage Description

Preparedness (also called Readiness) build capabilities through ongoing planning,
training, and exercises

Response Communicate, evacuate, provide emergency
medical care, shelter, search and rescue

Recovery Restore essential services, clean up, repair
and rebuild infrastructure, assist individuals.

Prevention (also called Mitigation or Reduce impact/severity through advance
Resilience building) actions
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